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To: Distribution

Subj:  TRANSMITTAL OF LIFE SCIENCES EQUIPMENT FINDINGS FROM
ARTIFACTS ASSOCIATED WITH CASE 1374

Encl: (1) Life Sciences Equipment Findings on the Artifacts Attributed to REFNO
Case 1374

1. Enclosure (1) is provided for release to the next of kin of THOMAS E. CLARK
(REFNO 1374-0-01).

2. it is important for readers of the accompanying report to understand that JTF-FA
tasked the Life Sciences Equipment Laboratory (LSEL) to analyze only the aircrew life
support equipment artifacts recovered at the Case 1374 crash site. The LSEL is
frequently able to account for multiple individuals involved in a crash incident by
identifying “duplicate” equipment items. They are also expert at “dating” crash incidents
by identifying various equipment modifications that, for example, may exclude similar
incidents that occurred before a specific modification _.was incorporated in the
equipment. Finally, the LSEL evaluates dynamic energy forces prevailing at the time of
the crash to determine if any of the involved crew men could have passibly survived the
incident. However, the LSEL does not normally evaluate aircraft wreckage, or
personal effects artifacts, and does not comment on JTF-FA’s findings relative to

these artifacts.

3. The LSEL’s conclusion that "the recovered artifacts potentially support an
association with the loss of an US Air Force aircraft,” and further that “the artifact
evidence also potentially supports the involvement and loss of an US Air Force F-100
series aircraft,” although accurate, does not include an evaluation of all material
evidence recovered at this crash site. In fact, the 16-23 February 1992 excavation
yielded several F-100D aircraft wreckage components. The site excavated at grid
coordinate 48QXD 1380 6005 is consistent with the U.S. record loss location for Case
1374, and there are no other known F-100 loss incidents involving unaccounted-for
personnel in this area. This crash site correlates to Case 1374.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Subject: Life Sciences Equipment Findings for Artifacts of

JTF-FA REFNO Case 1374.

Summary:

. Based upon information provided to the Life Sciences Equipment
Laboratory, Case REFNO 1374 pertains to the loss of a U.S. Air Force
F-100D (# 56-3562) aircraft on 08 February 1968 in Laos, which left one

crewmeinber unaccounted for.

Following receipt, and in processing of Case 1374 artifacts by the Life
Sciences Artifact Section on 28 May 1996, a very extensive series of
equipment studies and research, involving various agencies and the
tracking of certain personnel, was undertaken commencing on 01 August
2001,

Artifact analysis concluded that the recovered artifacts potentially
support an association with the loss of a U.S. Air Force aircraft, with the
indicated presence of one individual at the recovery site.

Artifact evidence also potentially supports the involvement and loss of a
U.S. Air Force F-100 series aircraft, during the cited JTF-FA Case
REFNO 1374 time period.

Based upon the identified presence of equipment artifacts, as
exemplified by escape systein component and flight apparel items, no
alternative escape methods (such as a manual bailout sequence) were
evidenced as having been successfuily accomplished.

Accordingly, the levels of fragmmentation, general condition, and thermal
involvement observed on various artifacts support that the life science
equipment had been in a donned and cockpit installed state at the time of
aircraft crash impact, with prevailing force levels then evidenced as
being representative of a non-survivable nature, that would have
culminated in the immediate demise of the involved crewmembers.
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In Summation: Artifact evidence potentially supports the involvement of
a U.S. Air Force F-100 series aircraft, with one individual on board at
the time of terrain impact. The artifact evidence also supports a potential
time period correlation with Case REFNO 1374.
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In Summation: Artifact evidence potentially supports the involvement of
a U.S. Air Force F-100 series aircraft, with one individual on board at
the time of terrain impact. The artifact evidence also supports a potential
time period correlation with Case REFNO 1374.
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